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It was not easy to go on pilgrimage to Rome, and
still harder to go to Jerusalem, so all the Spaniards
and all their Provengal and Gascon neighbours were
glad to make Padron the shrine of their devotion; and
the place became so rich that it was likely to become
a dangerous attraction to the heathen Northmen and
Danes, whose ships were infesting the coast of Spain.
So in 829, Don Ramiro removed the relics to Campus
Stellarum, or Compostella, a little hollow valley in the
mountains, where the enemy were less likely to pene-
trate; and when pilgrims wondered how the heavy
marble  ship, or coffin, was brought up the rugged
ascent.   It was  answered that wild bulls  came and
offered themselves to the yoke, and drew it up the
ascent!   The cross and lizard were  the badges of
Compostella,   which   thenceforth   enjoyed   a   yearly
revenue of a bushel of wheat from every acre of it in
Spain, and a share of the spoil of every battle-field ;
while the Spaniards, his enthusiastic devotees, believed
that Santiago, their glorious patron, fought for them
in all their battles, and had been absolutely seen on a
white horse in the thickest of the fray. Next, the battle
must have a local habitation. Now the valley of Clavijo,
on the banks of the Lera, a tributary of the Ebro near
Calahorra, is full of small fossil cockles or scallops,
such as were brought home by pilgrims—at first, of
course—from Palestine ; but of late they had also
become the badge of pilgrimage to Compostella, and
thus were connected in the popular mind with Santiago.
They were then supposed to mark his presence at
Clavijo, and thus arose the belief that King Ramiro
(who succeeded Alfonso in 842) had there fought a
tremendous battle with the Moors, and that there it

